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MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW

THE GREAT REHEARSAL. By Carl Van.Doren. New York: Viking. 1948.
Pp. x, 336. $3.75.
/

Mr. Van Doren has selected this title because he feels that in the story of
the drafting and ratification of the United States Constitution are contained
"all the arguments in favor of a general government for the United Nations, as
well as all the arguments now raised in, opposition to it." The difference in
problems confronting the American people today and in 1787 are of degree
only. Then "the problem was how the people could learn to think nationally,
not locally, about the United States." Today the 'problem is how to learn to
think internationally, not nationally, about the United Nations. But this is not
an impassioned plea for world 'government; it is a history and an analogy.
Making use of official records, notes, and diaries of the delegates to the Constitutional Convention, the author presents a dramatic narrative of the Several
States' progress toward unity. That drama seems indispensable to an understanding of the struggle between the advocates of state sovereignty and the
proponents of strong, centralized government. The discussions and debates
are set out in a way which vividly portrays the emotions of the delegates; if
an assumption exists that the states' merger was an eas}" task, that assuDJ,ption
is rudely destroyed here. In the closing chapters, the struggle for ratification
is shown in a tour of the state conventions. Particularly enlightening is the
description of the efforts of ratification opponents in Virginia, led by Patrick
Henry. Mr. Van Doren covers more ground than does Warren (The
Making of the Constitution), although the present study is less detailed. But
there is detail enough to satisfy the casual reader, and the distinguished biographer's characteristic style makes the book a pleasure to read.

